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MI County Matters
From protecting public health and maintaining
infrastructure to important recordkeeping, your
county government plays a central role in your
daily life.

www.MICountyMatters.org
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OUR OVERSIGHT
Under the 1963 Michigan Constitution, county governments in Michigan continue their
traditional role of being regional “agents” of state government to ensure delivery of such
services as courts, elections, jails, public health, and roads. Counties are also local governments
that deliver services specific to their jurisdictions based on the preference of local voters, like
parks and airports.
THE BOARD
The board of county commissioners is the governing body and the major policy approval
center for county government. While the board acts as the principal legislative body for the
county, its authority is more limited than what you would see with a state legislature or the
U.S. Congress.
The board enacts the county budget, the role for which it is best known to the public.
A board’s size is determined by a county’s population, with a minimum of five commissioners.
These officials are elected from single-member geographic districts.
OTHER ELECTED OFFICIALS
While the county board oversees county government, the Michigan Constitution provides
for the direct election of several department heads: the sheriff, the prosecutor, the clerk, the
register of deeds, the drain commissioner, and the treasurer. These officials lead their offices,
but their budgets are set by the county board.

DID YOU

KNOW?
Michigan did not reach
its current arrangement of
83 counties until 1897, 60
years after statehood.

County boards of
commissioners hold almost
2,100 regular public
meetings each year.
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OUR SECURITY
From sheriff’s deputies patrolling rural roads and byways to local courts handling the
most heinous criminal cases, or most routine civil ones, county governments in Michigan
ensure residents can be secure in their homes and communities, and properly seek redress
under the law when conflicts arise. About $1 in every $4 a county spends goes to OUR
SECURITY via sheriff departments, jails and courts. In 2015, this meant more than $1.6
billion in investments.
The most visible element of a county’s security program is the sheriff. This individual,
elected directly by county voters, is responsible for a department with the power to enforce
criminal and traffic codes. Counties also have prosecutors, medical examiners and animal
control officers who work to ensure public safety.

DID YOU

County government, in coordination with the State Court Administrative Office, is
responsible for the operations of all local courts — Circuit, District, Probate. The local
courts are the first review of more than 300,000 cases — ranging from murder to business
lawsuits to family custody arrangements — each year.

It was once common
for sheriffs to live at the
county jail and have
their spouses cook meals
for the prisoners. This
tradition lives on, sort of, in
Keweenaw County, where
a sheriff’s residence at the
jail still exists. The sheriff,
though, currently lives
elsewhere.

KNOW?
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OUR FAMILIES
Via local courts, veterans’ programs and social service offices, counties work each and every
day to strengthen OUR FAMILIES.
W elco

m e H o m e , Da d !

Counties ensure our children are reared in safe homes that are free from abuse or neglect.
Through the foster care system, social service workers in local offices work with county-based
courts to investigate cases, safeguard children from any threats and work with adults to bring
about family unification whenever it is in the best interests of the child.
This commitment to strong and healthy families extends to all ages, as county governments
also operate extensive services for older residents. These services reached almost $100
million in 2015, covering such items as meals, counseling, adult day care and prevention of
elder abuse.
County governments also provide for numerous amenities for families to enjoy, including
parks, recreational facilities, cultural sites, and library systems.

DID YOU

KNOW?
Local courts, operated by
Michigan’s 83 counties,
handled more than
120,000 cases involving
family structure and safety
in 2014.
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COMMUNITY HEALTH

OUR HEALTH
No single area of daily life occupies more of a county’s resources than protecting
OUR HEALTH. Counties work to protect the public health via food inspections,
immunizations, prevention of disease and environmental hazards, and the integrated
mental health services.
Almost half of Michigan’s counties also care directly for some residents via medical
care facilities designed for seniors.
Counties also, via drain commissioners and their staffs, work to protect community
health and our environment by overseeing the condition and use of Michigan’s
surface waters.

DID YOU

KNOW?
County health departments
administered 443,895
vaccines to 176,685 people
across Michigan in 2015.
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OUR NETWORKS
Counties are responsible for ensuring the maintenance and improvement of
OUR NETWORKS that knit together our communities physically and
electronically.
Via county road commissions and road departments, counties are responsible for
more than 90,000 miles of roadway in Michigan, or about 75 percent of the state’s
entire road network.
In cases of emergency, residents can know their 9-1-1 system is in the capable hands
of county coordinators who are highly trained and always seeking the next advance in
technology.

DID YOU

KNOW?
County road agencies are
responsible for ensuring
safe, efficient transportation
on 73 percent of the road
miles in Michigan.
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COUNTY VAULT
T

OUR VAULT
County clerks help collect and keep our records, memories and history safe. These
records include marriage licenses, birth certificates, court records, business licensing
and permits and the records of government itself, such as the minutes of county board
meetings.
The county register of deeds, an elected position per the 1963 Michigan Constitution,
is primarily concerned with maintaining the integrity of property records. The
register’s office also is a key support for businesses operating in the real estate world to
facilitate property transactions. Note: Some counties have merged the register function
with their clerk’s office.

COUNTY RECORDS
MI County Matters Website booklet.indd 14-15

DID YOU

KNOW?
In the most recent year,
county clerks helped
process nearly 300,000
vital records in Michigan
(57,071 marriages, 29,708
divorces, 92,736 deaths,
and 113,639 births).
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OUR WALLET
County government, through the treasurer’s office, keeps a close watch on funds that
are collected by the county, and their eventual use. Treasurers also have responsibility
for knowing when property taxes have been paid and when they have not.
Working in tandem with local units of government, counties ensure the flow of these
funds – either to counties or other levels of government or back to taxpayers – is
proper and correct and they ensure accountability and fiscal responsibility. Part of this
effort is through the state-mandated equalization department that helps determine
how much value, in property, an individual community has. This value, of course,
determines the ultimate amount of the tax bill.
WATER BILLS

PROPERTY TAX

DID YOU

KNOW?
Counties invested $6.6
billion in 2015, with $2
out of every $3 spent on
either public health or
security.
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Counties in
Michigan operate
35 airports.
County agencies are
responsible for more
than 5,700 bridges
in Michigan.

Number of People
134,315-1,759,335
53,778-134,314
28,784-53,777
15,432-28,783
2,168-15,431

Total State Polulation:
9,922,576

• County health departments provided
more than 400,000 immunizations in 2015.
• Mental health agencies served
more than 300,000 clients in 2015.
• The 35 county-owned medical care
facilities provide nearly 5,100 beds for
those in need of long-term care.

More than 90,000 miles
of county roads cover Michigan.

83 MICHIGAN
COUNTIES
Alcona • Alger • Allegan • Alpena • Antrim • Arenac • Baraga • Barry • Bay
Benzie • Berrien • Branch • Calhoun • Cass • Charlevoix • Cheboygan • Chippewa
Clare • Clinton • Crawford • Delta • Dickinson • Eaton • Emmet • Genesee
Gladwin • Gogebic • Grand Traverse • Gratiot • Hillsdale • Houghton • Huron
Ingham • Ionia • Iosco • Iron • Isabella • Jackson • Kalamazoo • Kalkaska • Kent
Keweenaw • Lake • Lapeer • Leelanau • Lenawee • Livingston • Luce • Mackinac
Macomb • Manistee • Marquette • Mason • Mecosta • Menominee • Midland
Missaukee • Monroe • Montcalm • Montmorency • Muskegon • Newaygo
Oakland • Oceana • Ogemaw Ontonagon • Osceola • Oscoda • Otsego
Ottawa • Presque Isle • Roscommon • Saginaw • St. Clair • St. Joseph • Sanilac
90,000
miles
Schoolcraft
• Shiawassee • Tuscola • Van Buren • Washtenaw • Wayne • Wexford
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